How I Can Only Imagine Smuggled the
Gospel into China
The faith-based hit film I Can Only Imagine grossed more than $83 million in the United
States, but its impact around the world may have been even greater.
Director Jon Erwin says more than 100 countries – including China – have paid to distribute and in some cases translate the films made by him and his filmmaking brother,
Andrew.
“When a movie is a hit in America… it goes on global autopilot,” Jon Erwin told an audience at the National Religious Broadcasters convention March 27. “So all these countries around the world begin to pay you for the right to translate and distribute your movie. So it's the gospel on for-profit autopilot.”
Even China, which has shut down churches, torn down crosses, and threatened to eliminate Christianity, wanted to show I Can Only Imagine – simply because it was a hit.
“I find it very interesting that in the same year that China actually restricted... Christianity, they paid for I Can Only Imagine,” Jon Erwin said. “They paid for the right to translate
it and distribute it to their people. That's happened in over 100 countries around the
world with our films.
“What happens is, when you watch a movie in America, and you buy your ticket, and
that movie becomes a hit, you're pretty much guaranteed 10 people around the world
are going to see it on your behalf because of these incredible things called output deals.
And, in fact, there's a lot of places around the world where you can do more in a movie
theater than you can openly on the streets. It's incredible how far the message gets.”
Erwin was at NRB to announce four new movies as part of a new faith-based studio,
Kingdom.
He called entertainment America’s “second largest export,” behind agriculture.
Based on a true story, I Can Only Imagine tells how the father of Mercy ME's Bart Millard came to Christ late in life. Dennis Quaid plays the father.
Erwin relayed an anecdote of the movie having an impact in Australia. A Christian woman named Sharon, he said, watched it with her son in the theater. She was crying after
the film.
“And a stranger behind her said, 'Do you know Jesus?' And she said, 'Do you?' And the
stranger said, 'No, but I need this in my life. ... What happened to [actor] Dennis Quaid, I
need to happen to me. And I need someone to explain it to me.' And they had this conversation right in the theater,” Erwin said.
“What we found is that a movie is an incredible tool of emotional instigation, that if you
can tell the right story in the right way, it really does have the power to change people’s
lives.”
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Happy Mother’s Day!
Todays Activities
Boone Middleton Speaking in Morning Worship

This Weeks Activities


TUESDAY Baptist Women Meet 10 AM Salad Luncheon



WEDNESDAY Creation Science: Evolution Dr. Steven Wygle



WEDNESDAY Nominating Committee Meeting 8 PM



THURSDAY Freedom Seekers Prayer Time 8:30 AM



SATURDAY Youth Bonfire 5:30-8 PM Meet & pick up at church

Future Activities

Boone has pastored several churches in the area and
was a long time pastor at Golden Avenue Baptist Church.

Baby Shower for Tyler & Charity Dennis May 19, 4 PM

No Evening Worship—Spend Time with MOM!

Sonshine Manor Nursing Home Ministry May 26, 1 PM

Personnel Meeting May 19, 5:30 PM

No Evening Service on May 26 Due to Memorial Day
Men’s Breakfast June 1, 8 AM
May 19 Morning & Evening—Dave Taylor from KWFC Radio Station, 89.1 FM
May 26 Morning Service—Hosea Bilyeu was long time pastor of Ridgecrest.
Leads the family ministry with Bible conferences & music concerts.

Youth Bonfire
May 18, 5:30 PM—8 PM
Drop off and pick up at the church.
Bring your own lawn chair.
Diaper & Gift Card Baby
Shower
Tyler & Charity Dennis
May 19, 4 PM

Exciting Creation Science Series!
Taught by Dr. Steven Wygle
Wednesdays, 7 PM

May 15 Evolution
May 22 Dinosaurs
May 29 Noah’s Ark

Deacons Meet June 2, 5 PM
Fellowship Supper & Finance Meeting June 5, 6 PM

“In the Wild”
Vacation Bible School
June 23-27
6 PM-8:30 PM

